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YEARS OF SERVICE AT MORRIS
HONORED RETIREES 2018
Karen Ellis, assistant director of conferences and special events, began 
her 34-year career in Continuing Education. Karen experienced an 
unexpected—but ultimately very rewarding—job change in 2009 when 
she was transferred to the new Office of Conferences and Special Events 
within Student Activities. She is proud of her role in developing processes 
that have brought more external groups to campus and of building the 
campus team that supports and welcomes these visitors: groups consistently 
comment on the beautiful campus, great facilities, and friendly and helpful 
staff. Karen will miss her Morris life, the many activities on campus, friends 
among faculty and staff, and, of course, bright and forward-thinking 
students. She is delighted to now have time to travel on a whim, garden, 
read, and spend lots of time with her two granddaughters.
PROGRAM
PRE-DINNER MUSIC




Karen Ellis, assistant director of conferences and special events, 
Student Activities, Conferences and Special Events
Delores Rathke, senior food service worker, Dining Services  
WELCOME FROM UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA, MORRIS  
RETIREES ASSOCIATION (UMMRA)
Maggie Larson, UMMRA president
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS  
UMM Faculty Distinguished Research Award
Julie Eckerle, professor of English, Division of the Humanities 
Horace T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Association Award  
for Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate Education
Sheri Breen, associate professor of political science, 
Division of the Social Sciences
Tracy Otten, professor of studio art, Division of the Humanities
John Tate Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Advising
Michelle Page, associate professor of education, Division of Education 
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, continued 
UMM Alumni Association Teaching Award
Tracy Otten, professor of studio art, Division of the Humanities
Bill and Ida Stewart Award for Ethnic Diversity, Faculty Award
Cristina Ortiz, assistant professor of anthropology, 
Division of the Social Sciences 
Morris Academic Staff Award
Jim Bovre, teaching specialist, Division of Education
Mary Martelle Memorial Award
Irene Maloney, executive office and administrative specialist, 
Career Services
Outstanding Support Staff Awards
AFSCME Recipient—Janel Mendoza, executive accounts specialist, 
Facilities Management 
Civil Service Recipient—Mary Zosel, payroll coordinator, 
Human Resources
Teamster Recipient—Vance Gullickson, gardener, Facilities Management 
CLOSING
Michelle Behr, chancellor
Special thanks to the late Professor of Studio Art  John Ingle for granting permission to 
reproduce a transparency of his painting, Still Life with Overland Flyer,  
for use as a special retirement gift.
Delores Rathke, senior food service worker, has served the students  
of Morris for 40 years. She was honored for her efforts with a 
Teamster recognition award. In retirement, Delores will miss  
“all the hugs from students and student workers and coworkers.”  
She writes, “I truly enjoyed my career of being a mom, maybe a 
grandma, to many students.” Delores looks forward to spending  
more time with her family in the coming days.
